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Wint er  Weat her .... If  t he Pit t st on School Dist r ict  is closed or  has an ear ly dism issal, 
t he NEPA Int ergroup m eet ing w il l  be canceled and w il l  m eet  t he follow ing Tuesday.

Recent ly an A.A. m em ber  sent  m e an unusual greet ing which I 
would l ike t o ext end t o you. He t old m e it  was an ancient  
Arabian salut at ion. Perhaps we have no Arabic groups, but  it  
st i l l  seem s a f it t ing expression of  how  I feel for  each of  you. It  
says, " I salut e you and t hank  you for  your  l i fe."

My t hought s are m uch occupied t hese days w it h grat it ude t o 
our  Fellowship and for  t he m yr iad blessings best owed upon us 
by God's Grace.

If  I were asked which of  t hese blessings I felt  was m ost  
responsible for  our  grow t h as a fel lowship and m ost  vit al t o our  
cont inuit y, I would say, t he "Concept  of  Anonym it y."

Anonym it y has t wo at t r ibut es essent ial t o our  individual and 
collect ive survival; t he spir it ual and t he pract ical.

On t he spir it ual level, anonym it y dem ands t he great est  
discipline of  which we are capable; on t he pract ical level, 
anonym it y has brought  prot ect ion for  t he newcom er , respect  
and suppor t  of  t he wor ld out side, and secur it y f rom  t hose of  us 
who would use A.A. for  sick  and self ish purposes.

A.A. m ust  and w il l  cont inue t o change w it h t he passing years. 
We cannot , nor  should we t urn back  t he clock . However , I deeply 
believe t hat  t he pr inciple of  anonym it y m ust  rem ain our  
pr im ary and endur ing safeguard. As long as we accept  our  
sobr iet y in our  t radit ional spir it  of  anonym it y we w il l  cont inue 
t o receive God's Grace.

And so -- once m ore, I salut e you in t hat  spir it  and again I t hank  
you for your lives.

May God bless us all now , and forever .

My dear  f r iends,

?  I get  a big t hr i l l  out  of  look ing over  a vast  sea of  faces l ike t h is w it h 
a feeling t hat  possibly som e sm all t h ing I did a num ber  of  years ago 
played an inf in it ely sm all par t  in m ak ing t h is m eet ing possible. I also 
get  quit e a t hr i l l  when I t h ink  t hat  we all had t he sam e problem . We 
all did t he sam e t hings. We all get  t he sam e result s in propor t ion t o 
our  zeal and ent husiasm  and st ick -t o-it iveness. If  you w il l  pardon t he 
in ject ion of  a personal not e at  t h is t im e, let  m e say t hat  I have been 
in bed f ive of  t he last  seven m ont hs and m y st rengt h hasn't  ret urned 
as I would l ike, so m y rem arks of  necessit y w il l  be very br ief .

There are t wo or  t hree t h ings t hat  f lashed int o m y m ind on which it  
would be f it t ing t o lay a l i t t le em phasis.  One is t he sim plicit y of  our  
program . Let 's not  louse it  al l  up w it h Freudian com plexes and t h ings 
t hat  are int erest ing t o t he scient if ic m ind, but  have very l i t t le t o do 
w it h our  act ual A.A. work . Our  Twelve St eps, when sim m ered down t o 
t he last , resolve t hem selves int o t he words ?love? and ?service.? We 
underst and what  love is, and we underst and what  service is. So let 's 
bear  t hose t wo t h ings in m ind.

Let  us also rem em ber  t o guard t hat  er r ing m em ber  t he t ongue, and if  
we m ust  use it , let 's use it  w it h k indness and considerat ion and 
t olerance.

And one m ore t h ing: None of  us would be here t oday if  som ebody 
hadn't  t aken t im e t o explain t h ings t o us, t o give us a l i t t le pat  on t he 
back , t o t ake us t o a m eet ing or  t wo, t o do num erous l i t t le k ind and 
t hought fu l act s in our  behalf . So let  us never  get  such a degree of  
sm ug com placency t hat  we're not  w il l ing t o ext end, or  at t em pt  t o 
ext end, t o our  less for t unat e brot hers t hat  help which has been so 
benef icial t o us.

Thank you very m uch.

My good f r iends in A.A. and of  A.A.,

Dr . Bob's Farewell TalkBil l  W.'s Last  Message



Upcom ing A.A. Event s . . . 

Addit ional event  inform at ion, event s and f l iers can be found at  NEPAIG.ORG and AREA59.ORG

Have your  f lyer  post ed on t he NEPA Int ergroup websit e, 
em ail i t  t o NEPAINTERGROUP@GMAIL.COM or  br ing it  t o 

t he Int ergroup Meet ing.

Host ed by NEPA Int ergroup

H t o H Dinner  Dance

Fr iday, March 27t h, 7pm  t o Midnight

Holiday Inn East  Ballroom , 600 Wildf ire Dr ive, Wilkes Bar re

February 9 NEPA Int ergroup Com m it t ee Meet ing. Planning H t o H Dinner  Dance. 7pm . Shaver t own. Cont act  t he 
com m it t ee for  locat ion; NEPAINTERGROUP@GMAIL.COM

March 26-28 18t h Annual East ern Area Convent ion of  Young People in Alcoholics Anonym ous (EACYPAA XVIII). 
West in Hot el, Pit t sburgh, Pennsylvania.

Apr i l                        
6, 13, 20, 27

Here are t he St eps We Took. Back  t o Basics. "Take"  all 12 St eps in four  one hour  sessions. Meet ings 
w il l  t ake t he St eps according t o t he inst ruct ions found t he Big Book of  Alcoholics Anonym ous.  
Sponsored by t he Walk  Sof t ly and Car ry a Big Book Group. All four  m eet ings st ar t  at  7pm . Corpus 
Chr ist i Church, 605 Luzerne Avenue, West  Pit t st on, PA 18643.

July 2-5 Int ernat ional Convent ion. Love and Tolerance is our  Code. Det roit  Michigan.

August  21-23 PENNSCYPAA XXXII; Pennsylvania St at e Conference of  Young People in Alcoholics Anonym ous. 
Lancast er , PA

OPEN CALL

PENNSCYPAA; Pennsylvania St at e Conference of  Young People in 
Alcoholics Anonym ous. "Young"  m eans anyone w it h room  t o grow. 
Bidding open t o br ing PENNSCYPAA t o your  cit y. PENNSCYPAA.ORG

Help spread t he word . . . 

Nuevas reuniones de habla hispana

New Spanish Speak ing Meet ings

Wednesday & Fr iday 7pm



HAPPY AA-VERSARY

A Bet t er  Way of  Life Group

Chad, 2 years

Bob B., 3 years

Lar r issa, 5 years

John D., 34 years

Dave O., 37 years

Nancy U., 3 years, Nicholson Group

Ben S., 8 years, A Way of  Life Group

Vict or  L., 28 years, Pr inciples Not  Personalit ies Group

Mar ie F., 29 years, Wom en of  Wisdom  Group

Susan K., 31 years, Sober  Sist ers Group

It  w ork s i f  you w ork  i t .

Anniversar ies can be sent  t o t he Messenger  at  t heaam essenger@gm ail.com  or  t ext  your  inform at ion t o Sharon M.

How does br inging A.A. t o alcoholics in t reat m ent  
set t ings help t o st rengt hen sobr iet y?

Many happy sober  A.A. m em bers have found t hat  
t he best  cure for  a ?dry drunk? or  a self -pit y binge is 
work ing w it h anot her  st i l l-suf fer ing alcoholic. 
Seeing ot her  alcoholics recover , whenever  t hey do, 
is alm ost  as great  a reward as our  own sobr iet y.

What  bet t er  place t o look  for  t hose st i l l-suf fer ing 
alcoholics t han in a hospit al or  som e ot her  
alcoholism  t reat m ent  place? The idea is older  t han 
A.A. it self .

In 1934, a sober  alcoholic nam ed Bil l  W. kept  t rying 
t o help drunks in Towns Hospit al in New York  Cit y. 
None of  t hem  seem ed int erest ed at  t hat  t im e, but  
Bil l  st ayed sober .

About  six m ont hs lat er , Bil l  W. and anot her  sober  
alcoholic, Dr . Bob S., visit ed alcoholics in a hospit al 
in Akron, Ohio. Alt hough at  f ir st  rebuf fed, t hey 
kept  t rying ?  in order  t o prot ect  t heir  own 
sobr iet y. It  worked, and Bil l  and Dr . Bob t hus 
becam e t he co-founders of  t he ?help one anot her ? 
chain react ion now called Alcoholics Anonym ous.

What  qualif icat ions should an A.A. m em ber  have t o 

car ry t he m essage t o t reat m ent  set t ings?

1. Som e good sobr iet y.

2. Personal exper ience of  alcoholism  and recovery.

3. A com m on-sense approach.

4. A cheer ful hum ilit y.

5. Abil i t y t o fol low  direct ions.

6. Dependabil i t y.

7. Broad know ledge of  A.A.

8. Abil i t y t o st ick  t o our  own business.

How do we m ake cont act  w it h t reat m ent  set t ings?

Your  local cent ral of f ice (C.O.) or  int ergroup 
associat ion. This is a good place t o st ar t  inquir ing. 
Many C.O.s have t reat m ent  com m it t ees or  
inst it ut ions com m it t ees. They ar range for  m eet ings 
t o be t aken int o t hese set t ings, ar range for  A.A.s t o 
visit  t he pat ient s, m ake sure A.A. l i t erat ure is 
always available, and m ay ar range sponsorship or  
t em porary cont act s for  alcoholics upon release.

Repr int ed f rom  Alcoholics Anonym ous, A.A. in Treat m ent  Set t ings, Pam phlet  P-27, w it h perm ission of  A.A. Wor ld Services, Inc.  

God's Grace Group

Janine, 6 years

Jessica T., 7 years

In t he spir it  of  rot at ion . . .

The Messenger  Newslet t er  is look ing for  an Alt ernat e Newslet t er  Chairperson t o rot at e in as chairperson.

It  has been m y honor  t o serve as NEPA Int ergroup Newslet t er  Chairperson. I was so excit ed when t h is com m it m ent  
becam e available at  a t im e when I needed t o add a new one. Funny t h ing is, I want ed t he Archives Chair  but  t h is is where 
God put  m e and while t here have been t im es I didn't  t h ink  I could do it  or  get  it  out  in a t im ely m anner , I have always 
rem ained grat eful t hat  I have been given t h is oppor t unit y t o inform , share m y love of  A.A.'s h ist ory and m y exper ience, 
st rengt h and hope w it h m y AA fam ily.

Grat efully Yours, Sharon M.



If , when you honest ly want  t o, you f ind you cannot  quit  
ent irely dr ink ing, you have l i t t le cont rol over  t he am ount  
you t ake, you are probably alcoholic. If  t hat  be t he case, 
you be suf fer ing f rom  an i l lness which only a spir it ual 
exper ience w il l  conquer .

To be doom ed t o an alcoholic deat h or  t o l ive on a spir it ual 
basis are not  always easy alt ernat ives t o face.

But  af t er  a while we had t o face t he fact  t hat  we m ust  f ind 
a spir it ual basis of  l i fe - or  else.

Lack  of  power , t hat  was our  dilem m a. We had t o f ind a 
power  by which we could l ive, and it  had t o be a Power  
great er  t han ourselves.

Well, t hat 's exact ly what  t h is book  is about . It s m ain object  
is t o enable you t o f ind a Power  great er  t han yourself  which 
w il l  solve your  problem . That  m eans we have wr it t en a 

book  which we believe t o be spir it ual as well as m oral. And 
it  m eans, of  course, t hat  we are going t o t alk  about  God.

Much t o our  relief , we discovered we did not  need t o 
consider  anot her 's concept ion of  God. Our  own concept ion, 
however  inadequat e, was suf f icient  t o m ake t he approach 
and t o ef fect  a cont act  w it h Him . As soon as we adm it t ed 
t he possible exist ence of  a Creat ive Int ell igence, a Spir it  of  
t he Universe under lying t he t ot alit y of  t h ings, we began t o 
be possessed of  a new  sense of  power  and direct ion, 
provided we t ook  ot her  sim ple st eps.

If  our  t est im ony helps sweep away prejudice, enables you 
t o t h ink  honest ly, encourages you t o search dil igent ly 
w it h in yourself , t hen, if  you w ish, you can join us on t he 
Broad Highway. Wit h t h is at t i t ude you cannot  fai l . The 
consciousness of  your  belief  is sure t o com e t o you.

This is t he beginning of  t he end. And so it  is: t he beginning of  t he end of  h is old l i fe, and t he beginning of  h is em ergence int o 
a new one.

First , Alcoholics Anonym ous does not  dem and t hat  you believe in anyt hing ... Second, t o get  sober  and t o st ay sober , you 
don't  have t o swallow  all of  St ep Two r ight  now  .... Third, al l you really need is a t ru ly open m ind.

When we encount ered A.A., t he fallacy of  our  def iance was revealed. At  no t im e had we asked what  God's w il l  was for  us; 
inst ead we had been t ell ing Him  what  it  ought  t o be. No m an, we saw , could believe in God and defy Him , t oo. Belief  m eant  
reliance, not  def iance ... We soon concluded t hat  what ever  pr ice in hum ilit y we m ust  pay, we would pay.

We had not  even prayed r ight ly. We had always said, "Grant  m e m y w ishes"  inst ead of  "  Thy w il l  be done."  The love of  God 
and m an we underst ood not  at  al l . Therefore we  rem ained self -deceived, and so incapable of  receiving enough grace t o 
rest ore us t o sanit y.

True hum ilit y and an open m ind can lead us t o fait h, and every A.A. m eet ing is an assurance t hat  God w il l  rest ore us t o 
sanit y if  we r ight ly relat e ourselves t o Him .

STEP  2

Reprinted from Alcoholics Anonymous, Pages 44-55, with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.                                

Reprinted from The Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, Pages 26-32, with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.        

Excerpt s f rom  t he Alcoholics Anonym ous, t he Big Book.

Excerpt s f rom  The Twelve St eps and Twelve Tradit ions, St ep Two.

"Cam e t o believe t hat  a Power  great er  t han ourselves could rest ore us t o sanit y."

What  can we believe in? A.A. does not  dem and belief ; Twelve St eps are only suggest ions. Im por t ance of  an open m ind. Var iet y of  ways t o 
fait h. Subst it ut ion of  A.A. as Higher  Power . Plight  of  Disi l lusioned. Roadblocks of  indif ference and prejudice. Lost  fait h found in A.A. 
Problem s of  int ellect ualit y and self -suf f iciency. Negat ive and posit ive t h ink ing. Self -r ight eousness. Def iance is an out st anding 
charact er ist ic of  alcoholics. St ep Two is a rallying point  t o sanit y. Right  relat ions t o God.

Repr int ed f rom  The Twelve St eps and Twelve Tradit ions, Page 5, w it h perm ission of  A.A. Wor ld Services, Inc.    

A.A. is bot h a dem ocracy and, in Bil l  W.?s words, ?a 
benign anarchy.? A group elect s it s own 
of f icers? who have no power  t o order  anybody t o 
do anyt hing. In m ost  groups, m ost  of  t he slat e 
rot at es out  of  of f ice at  t he end of  six m ont hs, and 
new of f icers are elect ed.

If  a group want s t o be a par t  of  t he whole A.A. 
service st ruct ure, i t  elect s a G.S.R. (general service 
represent at ive, w it h a t wo-year  t erm ). G.S.R.s 
elect  area com m it t ee m em bers and t hen join 
t hem  in  elect ing a delegat e f rom  t heir  area t o t he 
annual General Service Conference. The 

Conference is about  t he closest  approxim at ion of  
a governm ent  t hat  A.A. has; it  produces opinions 
on im por t ant  m at t ers of  policy; i t  approves t he 
choice of  som e t rust ee nom inees for  t he General 
Service Board and direct ly elect s ot hers. But  
neit her  t he Conference nor  t he board can give 
orders t o any group or  m em ber .

Then who?s in charge around here? A.A. is a 
spir it ual m ovem ent , and so t he ?ult im at e 
aut hor it y? is t he spir it ual concept  of  t he ?group 
conscience.? It s voice is heard when a 
well-inform ed group gat hers t o ar r ive at  a 

decision. The result  rest s on m ore t han ar it hm et ic, 
a ?yes? and ?no? count . Minor it y ideas get  
t hought fu l at t ent ion. What  about  t hat  annoying 
charact er  who?s always sure she?s r ight . If  she?s 
wrong, t hen she w il l? if  she rem em bers t he First  
Tradit ion as well as t he Second? go along w it h t he 
decision of  t he group conscience. Does t h is not ion 
seem  t oo cloudy? Let ?s t h ink  back  t o our  f ir st  
m eet ings. The presence we newcom ers felt  in 
t hose room s was t he sam e as t he group 
conscience. And it  was real? welcom ing us in, 
set t ing up no bar r iers of  ru les.?

Repr int ed f rom  The Twelve Tradit ions Il lust rat ed, Pam phlet  P-43, w it h perm ission of  A.A. Wor ld Services, Inc.  



I was alm ost  a clean slat e about  m y beliefs in a God when I got  t o t he room s. I was raised w it h very few  religious beliefs and t he only God I 
had com e t o believe in was a punishing one. Bad t h ings were happening in m y l i fe and I believed t hat  bad t h ings were always going t o 
happen t o m e. That  was m y fat e. I didn't  realize t hat  I was creat ing m y own m isery and blam ing it  on God.

Before I cam e t o A.A. I only used God in t wo ways. Eit her  a foxhole prayer  in an em ergency or  bad sit uat ion or  t o t el l  Him  t he l ist  of  what  I 
want ed. I didn't  realize I was giving him  a l ist  of  m y want s, not  m y needs. I was an alcoholic t h ink ing she knew what  was best  for  her  and 
dem anding it  f rom  God. When he didn't  give m e what  I want ed, it  conf irm ed m y disi l lusioned belief  t hat  he didn't  care about  m e. It  never  
occur red t o m e t hat  I was supposed t o be ask ing him  what  I could do for  h im . I was so self -cent ered. Since I didn't  have m any prejudices t o 
overcom e, I didn't  have a dif f icult  t im e put t ing pen t o paper  t o com e up w it h m y own concept ion of  God.

My concept ion st ar t ing w it h sim ple charact er ist ics m y God would have such as being loving, loving m e and wat ching over  m e, being a 
guiding force in m y l i fe, show m e t he direct ion I should go in, let t ing m e feel peace, put  people in m y l i fe t o love and guide m e, not  
punishing, always loving... My beginning was a sim plist ic approach. I would lat er  learn t hat  t he feelings I t hought  I was get t ing f rom  
alcohol, God would provide for  m e in a bet t er  and m ore profound way. I no longer  need t o dr ink  or  have any desire t o go back  t o m y old 
way of  l i fe. I no longer  need alcohol t o l ive, laugh or  love.

I can rem em ber  t he f ir st  t im e I got  down on m y knees and asked for  help. I was a few  weeks old in t he room s and I was l iving in t he 
consequences of  m y dr ink ing and st i l l  l iving in t he obsession everyday. I was feeling such desperat ion and despair . God was t he only place 
I had lef t  t o t urn. I dropped t o m y knees, cr ied and asked him  t o please help m e. From  t hat  m om ent  on I felt  t hat  He would and I was able 
t o get  t hrough t hat  day. This was m y beginning. I was t aught  t he second st ep would help m e com e up w it h own concept ion of  a God and 
t hat  percept ion and belief  would grow  as m y relat ionship w it h Him  grew , as I changed and grew  as I went  t hrough t he St eps, and as I grew  
up in A.A. Once t he self ishness and self -cent eredness were replaced w it h God-consciousness, l i fe can only be descr ibed by m e as f reeing 
and am azing. " I was soon t o be cat apult ed int o what  I l ike t o call t he four t h dim ension of  exist ence. I was t o know happiness, peace, and 
usefulness, in a way of  l i fe t hat  is incredibly m ore wonder ful as t im e passes."

?...God is everyt hing or  else He is not hing. God eit her  is, or  He isn't .? In t he beginning I want ed t o believe He was was everyt hing but  it  t ook  
t im e t o get  t o t hat  place. I have grown m y relat ionship w it h Him  in m y years and m y choice is a f irm , God is everyt hing. I st ar t  everyday 
w it h prayer  on m y knees. I no longer  give Him  a laundry l ist  of  want s t o f i l l , inst ead I ask  Him  how I can best  serve Him  and t o use m e how 
He sees f it .

I have been t aught  t hat  God never  says no. He says yes, not  yet  or  I've got  som et hing bet t er  for  you. 

SHARON'S CORNER

God, Grant  m e t he serenit y t o accept  t he people I cannot  change,

The courage t o change t he person t hat  I can and,

The w isdom  t o know t hat  it  is m e.

St ay up t o dat e on m eet ing closures due t o w int er  weat her , NEPA Int ergroup Com m it t ee announcem ent s, event s . . .

Signing up for  NEPA Int ergroup t ext  blast s is fast  and easy:

  1.  NUMBER TO TEXT:  85100

2.  MESSAGE TO SEND:  NEPAIG

3.  YOU WILL RECEIVE A "DO YOU WANT TO JOIN"  TEXT

4.  TEXT BACK "YES"

YOU ARE NOW SET UP TO RECEIVE TEXT BLASTS FROM YOUR INTERGROUP

Need t o request  a blast ? Text  or  Call Sharon M. (num ber  is on t he IG phone l ist ).

FEAR

False Em ot ions Appear ing Real

HELP CARRY THE MESSAGE 
BECOME A HOTLINE VOLUNTEER 

TO SERVE IS TO LIVE . . .    Bill W.

HOPE

Happy Our  Program  Exist s

SLIP

Sobr iet y Loses It s Pr ior it y

STEPS

Solut ions To Every Problem  In Sobr iet y

EGO

Easing God Out

Big Book

Believing In God Beat s Our  Old Know ledge



A.A. is not  a religious organizat ion. Alcoholics Anonym ous has only one requirem ent  for  
m em bership, and t hat  is t he desire t o st op dr ink ing. There is room  in A.A. for  people of  al l 
shades of  belief  and non-belief .

Many m em bers believe in som e sor t  of  god, and we have m em bers who com e f rom  and 
pract ice all sor t s of  rel igions, but  m any are also at heist  or  agnost ic. It ?s im por t ant  t o 
rem em ber  t hat  A.A. is not  a religious organizat ion; we have a sim ple idea t hat  t here is a power  
great er  t han us as individuals.

What  we all have in com m on is t hat  t he program  helps us f ind an inner  st rengt h t hat  we were 
previously unaware of  ?  where we dif fer  is in how  we ident ify t he source. Som e people have 
t hought  of  t he word ?God? as st anding for  ?good order ly direct ion,? or  even ?group of  drunks,? 
but  m any of  us believe t hat  t here is som et hing bigger  t han ourselves t hat  is helping us t oday.

As A.A. co-founder  Bil l  W. w rot e in 1965:

We have atheists and agnostics. We have people of nearly every race, culture and religion. In A.A. 
we are supposed to be bound together in the kinship of a common suffering. Consequently, the full 
individual liberty to practice any creed or principle or therapy whatever should be a first 
consideration for us all. Let us not, therefore, pressure anyone with our individual or even our 
collective views. Let us instead accord each other the respect and love that is due to every human 
being as he tries to make his way toward the light. Let us always try to be inclusive rather than 
exclusive; let us remember that each alcoholic among us is a member of A.A., so long as he or she 
declares.

What ever  you do, please don?t  let  som eone else?s religious beliefs prevent  you f rom  f inding t he 
solut ion t hat  is available t o you t hrough Alcoholics Anonym ous.

Repr int ed f rom  Alcoholics Anonym ous, The "God"  Word, Pam phlet  P-86, w it h perm ission of  A.A. Wor ld Services, Inc.  

In som e ways, it  is possible t o see ear ly 1939 as a happier , sim pler  
t im e as far  as t he A.A.'s of  Akron were concerned, and m any do 
rem em ber  it  t hat  way. The ear l iest  st ruggles were over ; t here was a 
book ; and t he m em bers, st ick ing closer  t oget her  in warm  love and 
com radeship t han m any fam il ies knew t hey could st ay sober  in t he 
program .

There was only one m eet ing - t he highlight  of  everybody 's week. In 
bet ween, t here were cof fee and conversat ion daily, a par t y on 
Sat urday night , and a new drunk  or  t wo t o visit  t he Cit y Hospit al. 
A.A. was grow ing, but  not  yet  fast  enough t o m ake anyone 
uncom for t able.

Act ually, t he sit uat ion was not  idyll ic. There was a real problem  w it h 
t he Oxford Group.

As Bob E. put  it , "We st ar t ed w it h just  a few  fellows horning in on an 
Oxford Group m eet ing. We increased in num bers and noise unt i l  we 
t ook  t he place over . Inst ead of  being t he alcoholic squad of  t he 
Oxford Group, we were t he m ain body, and we had t he m ost  t o say, 
and we were k ind of  running t he t h ing.

"But  we were l im it ed. We couldn't  quest ion t he guidance. We used 
t o sit  around in a circle when we f irst  st ar t ed t here, because t here 
were so few  of  us."

"They had us in si lence, l ist ening for  guidance, half  t he t im e. It  m ade 
t he drunks very rest less. We couldn't  st and t hat . We got  t hey [t he 
nonalcoholics] could see t heir  fundam ent als were not  being adhered 
t o."

"We were Oxford Groupers unt i l  we physically m oved out . There was 
a lot  of  t alk  about  wear ing out ."

Most  alcoholics accept ed som e par t  of  t he Oxford Group program  
and reject ed ot her  par t s. And t he group's insist ance t hat  a m em ber  
had t o t ake t he whole t h ing in a lum p did not  go down t oo well w it h 
t he alcoholics.

Bil l  not ed t hat  t he Oxford Group's pract ice of  "check ing"  (one 
m em ber 's judging t he aut hent icit y of  divine guidance t hat  anot her  
claim ed t o have received) gave alcoholics t he feeling t hat  t he O.G. 
leaders were ganging up on t hem . He also cit ed a t echnique of  
m ak ing people feel unwant ed or  uncom for t able unt i l  t hey agreed 
w it h som e par t icular  O.G. point  of  view.

A Bil l  put  i t , drunks "would not  t ake pressure in any form , except  
f rom  John Bar leycorn him sef . . . . They would not  st and for  t he 
rat her  aggressive evangelism  of  t he Oxford Group. And t hey would 
not  accept  t he pr inciple of  't eam  guidance' for  t heir  own personal 
l ives."

Cleveland A.A.'s leave t he Oxford Group

Repr int ed f rom  Dr . Bob and t he Good Oldt im ers, Pages 156-157, w it h perm ission of  A.A. Wor ld Services, Inc.    

NORTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA INTERGROUP WEBSITE STATISTICS

January 1 t hrough January 30, 2020

31 clicks t o call t o t he AA Hot  Line

12 em ails sent  t o Int ergroup

7448 Visit ors t o Websit e



?Anonym it y is t he spir it ual foundat ion of  al l our  Tradit ions, ever  rem inding us t o place pr inciples 
before personalit ies.? 

What  is t he purpose of  anonym it y in Alcoholics Anonym ous? Why is it  of t en refer red t o as t he great est  
single prot ect ion t he Fellowship has t o assure it s cont inued exist ence and grow t h?

If  we look  at  t he hist ory of  A.A., f rom  it s beginning in 1935 unt i l  now , it  is clear  t hat  anonym it y serves 
t wo dif ferent  yet  equally vit al funct ions:

 - At  t he personal level, anonym it y provides prot ect ion for  all m em bers f rom  ident if icat ion as 
alcoholics, a safeguard of t en of  special im por t ance t o newcom ers. 

- At  t he public level of  press, radio, TV, f i lm s and ot her  m edia t echnologies such as t he Int ernet , 
anonym it y st resses t he equalit y in t he Fellowship of  al l m em bers by put t ing t he brake on t hose who 
m ight  ot herw ise exploit  t heir  A.A. af f i l iat ion t o achieve recognit ion, power , or  personal gain. 

When using digit al m edia, A.A. m em bers are responsible for  t heir  own anonym it y and t hat  of  ot hers. 
When we post , t ext , or  blog, we should assum e t hat  we are publishing at  t he public level. When we 
break  our  anonym it y in t hese forum s, we m ay inadver t ent ly break  t he anonym it y of  ot hers. The word 
?anonym ous? in our  nam e is m eant  t o provide as m uch pr ivacy as an individual m ay desire regarding 
m em bership in A.A.

Repr int ed f rom  Underst anding Anonym it y, Pam phlet  P-47, w it h perm ission of  A.A. Wor ld Services, Inc.    

An AA Funny . . . 

When I was helping som eone clean up t he 
unm anageabil i t y of  her  house when she got  sober , 
and it  needed t o be cleaned, her  husband had a 
suit case in t he m iddle of  room  and she opened it  
t o see what  was in it . No surpr ise t o f ind a bot t le 
of  alcohol in it  when t he household was act ive but  
she was st i l l  st unned.

When she confront ed him  about  it , h is response 
was 'I'm  not  dr ink ing it , t he drug dealer  lef t  i t  in 
t he car  and I'm  just  holding it '.

do u t h ink  
t hat s 
funny????

yeah i do. u 
cant  m ake 
t h is st uf f  
up

Flag of  Ecuador

1966 - Three st ar t -ups in Ecuador . Af t er  a group of  physicians f rom  t he Ecuadorean cit y 
of  Cueca observe A.A. groups in neighbor ing Colom bia, t hey are inst rum ent al in 
get t ing a local group of f  t he ground: Grupo Alianza Am iga, l ist ed w it h G.S.O. New York  
in March 1966. The second known group t akes shape when Eduardo A., who had 
achieved sobr iet y t hrough A.A. in Washingt on, DC, ret urns hom e t o Guayaquil and 
ar ranges w it h a local pr iest  t o hold m eet ings in his church. In t he fall of  1971, t he 
Guayaquil group helps Paulina M., who had got t en sober  in Coral Gables, Flor ida, and 
Javier  J., a businessm an f rom  Lim a, Peru, t o launch t he f ir st  known group in t he capit al 
cit y of  Quit o.

1940 - Rockefeller ?s dinner . John D. Rockefeller , Jr . host s a dinner  at  t he exclusive Union 
Club (r ight ) t o publicize Alcoholics Anonym ous. Because Rockefeller  believes t hat  A.A. 
should be self -suppor t ing, and t h is is underst ood by t he guest s, no m oney is solicit ed or  
raised. Never t heless, Rockefeller  sees t o it  t hat  t he event  receives favorable and 
w idespread publicit y. Wit hin a m ont h, sm all donat ions t r ick le in f rom  m em bers, sl ight ly 
easing t he f inancial dif f icult y faced by A.A. dur ing t h is ear ly per iod.

Union Club, New York City

A bit  of  A.A. h ist ory f rom  General Service Of f ice Hist ory Archives...
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